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UOW RBG Co-Investment Request Form – Major Research Initiatives
 Applicant Instructions 
Please refer to the UOW Research Co-Investment Guidelines for guidance as you complete this request form. 


Deadline for submission of Co-Investment Request Forms:

	Scheme timeline
	Request due to Co-Investment Delegate 
	Outcome expected

	All recurring schemes 
(e.g. ARC and NHMRC annual rounds)
	By the advertised NOTICE OF INTENT DUE DATE (generally no less than THREE MONTHS prior to the external funding agency deadline), to allow a timely and well-considered response.
	No less than ONE MONTH prior to the scheme deadline, to allow timely development of the grant proposal and budget.

	One-off schemes and/or schemes with short external funding agency timelines
	No less than FOUR WEEKS prior to the scheme deadline (or as soon as possible for schemes with short timelines).
Except where scheme timelines are too short, requests for Centrally-funded Co-Investment received less than four weeks from the external deadline are very unlikely to be considered.
	No less than TWO WEEKS prior to the scheme deadline.



This request form must be received by the RSO Grant Team by the due date indicated above. 

The RSO Grants Team will provide the completed request form to the relevant Co-Investment Delegate for consideration.

	Grant type 
	Co-Investment approvals required

	
	Head of School
	Centre/Institute Director 
(if relevant)
	Associate Dean Research
	Executive Dean / AIIM Director
	DVC -RSF

	Major Research Investments
	
	
	
	
	 Delegate




Step 1
Please discuss this application and UOW Co-Investment request with all participating Schools and Research Centres/Institutes to negotiate financial support (if relevant). 

Step 2
Please submit this request form to the Faculty Research Operations Unit research-operations@uow.edu.au who will arrange ADR and Executive Dean endorsement from all participating Faculties/AIIM. 

Step 3
Please ensure the completed request form is submitted to the RSO Grants Team research-grants@uow.edu.au by 5pm on the relevant deadline.



If you have any questions please contact the Research Services Office Grants Team at research-grants@uow.edu.au at any time.




UOW RBG Co-Investment Request Form – Major Research Initiatives
	Application Details

	Lead UOW Investigator: 
	
	Host Faculty/AIIM:
	Choose an item.
	Administering Organisation: 
	☐ UOW   ☐ Other – Please specify:

	Project Title: 
	

	Funding Agency and Scheme:
	☐ ARC Australian Laureate Fellowship
☐ ARC Industry Laureate Fellowship
☐ ARC Centre of Excellence
☐ ARC Industrial Transformation Research Program  Research Hub or Training Centre
☐ ARC Special Research Initiative (agency grant maximum at least $2.5M)
☐ NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence
☐ NHMRC Synergy Grant
☐ NHMRC Targeted Call for Research (agency grant maximum at least $2.5M)
☐ MRFF Grant (agency grant maximum at least $2.5M)
☐ DISR Cooperative Research Centre;
☐ DESE National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) Grant;

☐ Other major government, industry and philanthropic research funding scheme (agency grant maximum at least $2.5M). Please specify below:



	Requirement for UOW cash contribution:
	☐ Mandatory under Scheme Guidelines for eligibility
☐ Accepted as essential for competitiveness
☐ Other – Please specify:

	Scheme deadline:
	

	RBG Co-Investment Request deadline:
	Fully completed request form to the RSO Grants Team by:
·  the advertised NOTICE OF INTENT DUE DATE or, where no NOI process applies, 
· no less than FOUR WEEKS prior to the scheme deadline. 

_____________________


	Project Summary: (max. 100 words)


	All UOW Investigators:
	Name 
	Faculty
	CI/AI

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	All Collaborating Organisations:
	



	All Partner  Organisations:
	





	Budget Summary

	Grant commencement date:
	

	Term of grant:
	

	Total Agency budget request
(over full term of grant):
	$

	Total Collaborator cash contribution
(if relevant): 
	$

	Total Partner cash contribution
(if relevant):
	$

	Total cash contribution from other sources (if relevant):
	$

	Total external funding to be retained at UOW (over full term of grant):
	$

	Total UOW RBG Co-Investment request (over full term of grant):
	$

	The DVC-RSF will generally endorse an AGREED RBG Co-Investment of UP TO 25% of the external funds to be retained at UOW, in line with the following ratio:
a)	Central RBG funds will contribute up to 80% of the agreed Co-Investment amount. 
b)	Combined Faculty/ School/ Research Centre or Institute funds will be expected to contribute the remaining 20% of the agreed amount (where multiple Faculties are involved the contribution should be proportional to the level of funding to be retained in each Faculty).

	Faculty/ School/ Research Centre or Institute funds contributed:
	Source:
	$



	[bookmark: SectionB]ATTACHMENTS REQUIRED:

	
☐ High-level budget, including year-by-year Agency grant funding request, UOW cash contributions, expected external cash returns to UOW, expected budget shares of all participating institutions, and expected cash contributions by the lead organisation (if not UOW) and other participants.

☐ Email evidence of discussion with the Dean – Research Knowledge, Exchange and Translation (for any grants which involve industry partners)






	Justification of Request (maximum 1 page)

	Describe the importance of the UOW cash contribution for successful achievement of the project aims:
	








	Describe the project’s potential to enhance research outputs, training and impact at UOW: 
	








	Describe the alignment of the project with School and/or Faculty or AIIM strategic priorities, as well as University priorities as outlined in the UOW Strategic Plan and UOW Research and Innovation Strategy, particularly UNSDGs:
	








	UNSDGs max 3:
	Choose an item.	Choose an item.	Choose an item.
	Describe how the project demonstrates commitment to equity, diversity and inclusion; and to capacity building of early-mid-career researchers.
	











Declarations
[bookmark: _Toc400453836]As the UOW Research Team, we certify that all the details on this request form are true and complete, and we have complied with the requirements as set out in the UOW Research Co-Investment Guidelines.
We understands that:
1. In approving a request for Co-Investment, the DVC-RSF or other Co-Investment Delegate has discretion to fund a lower level than requested, may fund only certain items and/or may stipulate other conditions attached to the approval.
2. The decision of the DVC-RSF or other Co-Investment Delegate will be final, with no appeals process.
3. Co-Investment funding approved will only be awarded if the external application is successful.
4. If the amount of external funding awarded is substantially less than requested in the application budget, UOW Co-Investment contributions (excluding any HDR scholarship offers) may be reduced pro rata by the relevant Co-Investment Delegate. 
5. Co-Investment funding awarded must be managed according to the relevant UOW Finance policies.

The following UOW Investigators declare a Conflict of Interest in relation to this application:
	☐ No COIs are declared

	Investigator Name:
	
	Nature of COI:
	

	Investigator Name:
	
	Nature of COI:
	



	CERTIFICATIONS – SCHOOL AND RESEARCH CENTRE/INSTITUTE
· Please add additional rows as required. All participating investigators, Schools and Research Centres/Institutes must endorse this request.
(Please secure all endorsements in this panel before submitting this form to the Faculty Research Operations Unit)

	
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	Lead UOW Investigator: 
	
	
	

	Head of School / Institute:
	
	
	

	Research Centre/Institute Director (if relevant):
	
	
	

	Additional UOW Investigator: 
	
	
	

	Head of School / Institute:
	
	
	

	Research Centre/Institute Director (if relevant):
	
	
	



	CERTIFICATIONS - FACULTY 
· Please add additional rows as required. All participating Faculties must endorse this request.
(The Faculty Research Operations Unit will arrange endorsements in this panel after the form has been submitted)

	
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	Associate Dean Research:
	
	
	

	Executive Dean / AIIM Executive Director:
	
	
	



	CO-INVESTMENT DELEGATE:
Deputy Vice Chancellor Research and Sustainable Futures  ☐ Approved - $_____________          ☐ Rejected





UOW RESEARCH CO-INVESTMENT GUIDELINES - APPENDIX 2: 
MAJOR RESEARCH INVESTMENTS 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following Guidelines apply to applications received between October 2022 and December 2023, and will be reviewed annually and updated as required.
1. ELIGIBILITY:
1.1. An application may attract Co-Investment as a Major Research Investment if:
a) it will be submitted to a major external competitive research grant scheme which is eligible to attract HERDC Research Block Grant funding to UOW, or a major national research infrastructure scheme (see list of Agencies and Schemes at Section 4 of these Guidelines); and
b) the proposal is requesting A MINIMUM OF $500,000 PER ANNUM in research funding from the funding agency; and
c) a cash contribution is either a mandatory requirement of the scheme or accepted as essential for competitiveness.
1.2. Researchers are eligible to request Co-Investment for both UOW-led Major Research Investment applications and collaborative applications led by other organisations. 
1.3. It is expected that any UOW cash Co-Investment will be spent at UOW. 
2. CALCULATION OF CO-INVESTMENT AMOUNT: 
2. 
2.1. Only the DVC-RSF has delegation to submit research grant applications exceeding $500,000 per annum (Delegation of Authority Policy 33.01).
2.2. The DVC-RSF will generally endorse an AGREED Co-Investment of UP TO 25% of the external funds to be retained at UOW, in line with the following ratio:
a) Central RBG funds will contribute up to 80% of the agreed Co-Investment amount. 
b) Combined Faculty/ School/ Research Centre or Institute funds will be expected to contribute the remaining 20% of the agreed amount (where multiple Faculties are involved the contribution should be proportional to the level of funding to be retained in each Faculty).
2.3. Either the DVC-RSF or the relevant Faculties/Schools/Research Centres or Institutes may make additional contributions above the agreed Co-Investment amount (beyond 25%) if the application is considered to be of the highest strategic value. 
2.4. Occasionally, specific schemes may have requirements that demand minimum amounts of cash contribution. In these cases, requirements must be outlined in the Co-Investment request, and support will be determined on a scheme-by-scheme basis.
2.5. SPECIAL CASE – ARC Australian Laureate and ARC Industry Laureate Fellowships
a) Co-Investment in ARC Laureate Fellowship applications is managed through a pre-approved Central support package. 
b) This package will normally exceed the 25% Co-Investment cap. The proportion of Central and Faculty Co-Investment will follow the 80:20 ratio, unless exceptional circumstances apply.
c) Laureate Fellowship Co-Investment support packages and contribution ratios are determined as part of the scheme NOI process each year.
2.6. CO-INVESTMENT CALCULATION EXAMPLE
An application to an eligible grant scheme with a mandatory cash contribution requirement is requesting a total of $2.5M over five years (i.e. $500K per annum). The grant funding expected to be retained at UOW is $1,250,000. 
·  This application can request UOW Co-Investment of up to $312,500 (25% of the grant funding retained at UOW). 
· The contribution from Central RBG funds will be up to $250,000 (80%), with the remaining $62,500 (20%) contributed from combined Faculty/School/Research Centre or Institute sources.
· Additional contributions above $312,500 may be offered by the Faculty/ School/ Research Centre or Institute if the grant is of high strategic value.
3. APPLICATION PROCESS:
3. 
3.1. Most Major Research Investment grant schemes are managed through specific Notice of Intent (NOI) calls by the Research Services Office (RSO) at appropriate times, however one-off opportunities and targeted calls, for example through the Medical Research Future Fund, may not have a formal NOI process.
3.2. Where an NOI call is made:
a) Requests for Co-Investment for Major Research Investment applications must be made using the RBG Co-Investment Request Form and submitted as part of the NOI process by the relevant deadline. 
b) For any schemes where a fixed support package is pre-endorsed by the DVC-RSF, the RBG Co-Investment Request Form will still need to be completed by the relevant deadline to confirm all sources and amounts of support required.
3.3. Where there is no formal NOI call for a particular scheme:
a) Applicants must submit the RBG Co-Investment Request Form to the RSO at least 4 weeks prior to the external scheme submission deadline. 
b) Where the scheme timeline is less than 4 weeks, requests must be submitted within 1 week of the announcement of the scheme opening.
3.4. All requests must be accompanied by a proposed high-level budget clearly outlining the requested UOW cash contributions and expected cash returns from the research grant to UOW. The budget must also clarify the total requested grant funding, expected budget shares of all participating institutions, and expected cash contributions by the lead organisation (if not UOW) and other participants. 
3.5. Any Co-Investment requests for major research initiatives which involve industry partners should also show that the lead UOW CI has discussed the industry involvement with the Dean – Research Knowledge, Exchange and Translation (D-RKET).
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