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2016 IHMRI Grant Program
Collaborative Project Grant Scheme
This year the IHMRI Grant Program, through the Collaborative Project Grant Scheme, encourages academic and clinician researchers to co-lead a research project to address regional and medically relevant health issues, thereby developing the research practice of this partnership, promoting translational research projects and strengthening the ability of a research team to win collaborative research grants in the future.

Primary purpose:  Fostering collaboration across the translational continuum is a key element underpinning many strategies in IHMRI’s research development plan. Enhancing linkages between UOW and ISLHD researchers is fundamental to the success of these partnerships.  

This grant scheme aims to support collaborative research projects by funding projects co-led by an academic and a clinician researcher. It aims to support research that targets important health issues within the Illawarra community (such as ageing and dementia, chronic diseases and mental health) and addresses medically-relevant questions.  Research can be conducted at IHMRI, the Wollongong Hospital, other ISLHD sites or both.

In line with IHMRI’s strategic goals, projects could include:
· hospital based studies in novel therapeutics and diagnostics
· investigation and evaluation of new models of health care
· translation of best evidence to patient models
· lifestyle, population and public health intervention trials
· development of a therapeutic device or drug delivery system

Of the four grants available, two will be open to any research area aligned with IHMRI’s strategic goals and priorities whilst the remaining two grants, from philanthropic funds, will be offered to research specifically targeting ageing or childhood health.
The grant may be used by the recipients for: salaries; consumables; specific research services (e.g. biostatistician) or; travel to a research group or to collect data. 

Eligibility:  This grant scheme must provide funding to a research project that is co-led by a clinician and academic researcher.  The roles and contribution of each CI must be clearly identified in the project proposal.   Research teams may involve additional investigators; however their roles and responsibilities in the project must be evident. The project may be an opportunity to extend an established team or form a new team, to work on a novel and innovative clinically relevant project led by this partnership, resulting ultimately in an application to a Category 1 funding scheme within a specified time.  

Funds available:  Four grants of up to $25K will be provided to 4 successful teams. This scheme will be initiated on 31 March, with funding awarded by June.  

Ethics clearance:  Evidence of all ethics approvals and clearances necessary to complete the project must be received by IHMRI before funds are made available. Since the timeframe is restricted to one year, funds are intended for implementation of research not for preparation of ethics or other submissions for approval. Therefore, these compliances must already be in place or well advanced on submission of the grant application. The status of compliances will be taken into consideration in the review process.

Grant Conditions:  A condition of the grant is the preparation and submission of a competitive research grant application within two years of award. Failure to achieve this will render the lead researcher ineligible to re-apply for this type of IHMRI funding in subsequent years. 
In line with a researcher’s Affiliation Agreement, any publications arising from the project should identify IHMRI affiliation.
A final report and a seminar presentation on research outcomes are required within six months of the completion of the project. 

Application Process:  The application process involves a short application which includes a clear description of the aims of the research project, the collaboration of the partnership to the success of the project and the roles and contributions of the co-leaders (clinical and academic CIs) to the project.   Applications will be assessed by a review Committee involving the IHMRI Executive and key IHMRI researchers.  Successful applications will then progress to a second stage where they will have an interview and discussion with the IHMRI Executive.

A Q & A Session on the new IHMRI Grant Schemes will be held following the 2014 IHMRI Grant Recipients Seminars on Tuesday 19 April 2016 in 32.G01.
2016 Funding Timeline  - Applications can be lodged in the IHMRI Grant Applications mail box located in the Utilities Room on Level 2, Building 32 or with IHMRI Reception Staff on Level 1 no later than 5pm on Monday 02 May 2016.  Alternatively, electronic copies with scanned signatures page may be submitted to the IHMRI Research mailbox ihmri-research@uow.edu.au. 
Late applications will not be accepted.  

For further information or clarification please contact Sally McNeill (4221 4809) or Bethany Pye-Respondek (4252 8940).


	Call for Applications
	31 March 2016

	Seminars and Q&A 
	19 April 2016

	Submission Date
	02 May 2016

	Assessment & Interviews
	16 May 2016

	Announcement
	31 May 2016

	Commencement 
	01 June 2016
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2016 IHMRI GRANTS PROGRAM
Collaborative Project Grant Scheme
Application Form
	QUESTION 1 - Project Title
Provide a short descriptive title of no more than 20 words

	




	QUESTION 2 - Other Grant Applications

	Is this proposal currently under consideration by another funding agency? 
Yes  |_| If Yes, provide agency and scheme name 

_______________________________________________________________________
No    |_|  
Note: If you answer ‘yes’ to this question, any funding awarded to this IHMRI grant application which would represent a duplication of funding must be relinquished if the pending application is successful.



	QUESTION 3 - Details of Chief Investigators (CI) and Associate Investigators (if applicable)

	CI – Clinical 
	
	CI – Academic

	Name
	
	
	Name
	

	Institution
	
	
	Institution
	

	Faculty-School / 
Department-Unit
	
	
	Faculty-School / 
Department-Unit
	

	IHMRI - Primary theme
	
	
	IHMRI - Primary theme
	

	Associate Investigator (if applicable)
	
	Associate Investigator (if applicable)

	Name
	
	
	Name
	

	Institution
	
	
	Institution
	

	Faculty-School / 
Department-Unit
	
	
	Faculty-School / 
Department-Unit
	

	IHMRI - Primary theme
	
	
	IHMRI - Primary theme
	


Note: Add more boxes for additional associate investigators, if required

	QUESTION 4 - Executive Summary
In a maximum of 200 words summarise: the aims, significance, expected outcomes of the research project and the role and responsibility of each CI (and other investigators if relevant) to the successful execution of the project.

	




	QUESTION 5 - Selection Criteria
Briefly describe how the project meets the stated selection criteria (up to 100 words per criteria).

	1. Please explain whether this research is primarily fundamental, clinical or population health focused, and indicate whether there is a significant translational component within the project or potential for translation. 

	2. Outline how the project represents or develops a new and/or innovative research collaboration, or an interdisciplinary approach.

	3. Briefly outline how this partnership will support the research question being asked; detailing the contribution and role of each CI to the project.

	4. Justify how the funding will be used to achieve the aims of the project .

	5. Please identify the sources of competitive funding that will be pursued (no more than 2) based on the outcomes of this project and indicate the timeframe for submitting the future application.

	6. How many IHMRI, UOW, ISLHD or external grants/research contracts have members of the research team previously received or currently hold that relate to the line of research proposed in the application?  

	7. List publications of members of the CIs, in the last 3 years, that relate to the line of research proposed in the application.



	QUESTION 6 - Detailed Budget

	Budget requested from IHMRI (up to $25,000)
	Cash $
	In Kind

	Personnel
	
	

	Consumables
	
	

	Research Collaboration Travel Support (excluding conference travel)
	
	

	Other e.g. specialised services (such as biostatistics), clinical trials support, software etc
	
	

	TOTAL IHMRI GRANT REQUESTED
	
	

	Funds / support provided by Faculty / School / ISLHD / Other organisations
	Cash $
	In Kind

	Personnel
	
	

	Consumables
	
	

	Research Collaboration Travel Support (excluding conference travel)
	
	

	Other e.g. specialised services (such as biostatistics), clinical trials support, space, workload allocations, computers, software etc
	
	

	OTHER SUPPORT TOTAL 
	
	






	QUESTION 7 - Ethics

	Has ethics clearance been obtained?	Yes  |_|     No  |_|	N/A	|_|

	For studies to be conducted within the ISLHD or other LHDs has site specific approval (SSA) been granted?
Yes  |_|     No  |_|	N/A  |_|
Note: If you answer ‘no’ to either question please comment and explain timeframe for approval/s.



	Certification by Chief Investigators and Associate Investigators (if applicable)


By signing below I/We understand and agree that:
1. Research will be undertaken to a high professional standard; 
2. The project can be accommodated within the general facilities in the Department/Unit; and that Deans/Heads of Units and Authorised Delegates are prepared to have the project carried out in their Department/Unit under the circumstances set out in the application;
3. That the amount of time that the investigators will be devoting to the project is appropriate to existing workloads
and if applicable:
4. I/We are aware of Ethical and Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) standards and will ensure all appropriate control measures are in place if and as required;
5. Research which involves human or animal research must be carried out in accordance with the guidelines laid down in the NHMRC codes of practice, and a certification of compliance with appropriate guidelines must be received from the appropriate Ethics Committee before payment of any proposed grant can be made;
6. Research which involves the use of recombinant nucleic acids constructed in vitro from sources which do not ordinarily recombine genetic information must be carried out in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Recombinant DNA Monitoring Committee;
7. Research which involves the use of ionising radiation must have the risks involved assessed by a recognised Safety or Biosafety Committee, and personnel must be trained and hold a current licence, as appropriate; and a certification of compliance with appropriate guidelines must be received from a recognised Safety or Biosafety Committee before payment of any proposed grant can be made.

	Name of Chief Investigator - CLINICAL
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	Name of Chief Investigator - ACADEMIC
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	Name of Associate Investigator
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	Name of Associate Investigator
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	


Note: Add more boxes for additional associate investigators, if required


	Certification by Head of School / Department / Unit  of each CI


I certify that the project is acceptable to this School /Department/Unit within UOW and that appropriate facilities are available to support it.
	Title and Name of Head of School / Department / Unit for CI-ACADEMIC
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	


I certify that the project is acceptable to this School /Department/Unit within ISLHD and that appropriate facilities are available to support it.
	Title and Name of Head of School / Department / Unit for CI-CLINICAL
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	



	Certification by Executive Dean / Executive Officer or delegate 


I certify that the project is acceptable to the UOW
	Title and Name of Approval Authority
for CI-ACADEMIC
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	


I certify that the project is acceptable to the ISLHD
	Title and Name of Approval Authority
for CI-CLINICAL
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	



	ATTACH PROJECT DESCRIPTION
(Maximum of 4 pages including references – minimum font size 11)

	
Use the following headings to structure this section:

· Project Title
This should be the same as at question 1 of the application form.

· Aims & Background
Include a clear and concise statement of the aims of the project, identifying anticipated results and outcomes, and provide a brief background section.

· Significance and Innovation
Describe why the research and the problem it addresses are significant, and why the project aims and concepts are novel and innovative.

· Approach and Methodology
Outline the conceptual framework, design and methods, and demonstrate that these are adequately developed, well integrated and appropriate to the aims of the project. The role of the CIs, and other personnel (AIs) if appropriate, in the project should be identified.

· Timetable
Outline the time-frame for the project and specific activities to be undertaken (a 9-12 month timeline is expected including future external funding plan) and the responsibility of the CIs (and other investigators) to these activities

· Justification of the Budget
Clearly explain WHY the project requires the resources and associated costs outlined in the budget table. 


For multiple institutions an approved project schedule must be submitted with the grant application.





	Office Use Only

	Executive Committee Recommendation: 

Agreed / Not Agreed

Amount:  $

Comments:



Signature & Position	Signature & Position

Date:	Date:
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